
I n t o  t h e
T h i c k  o f  I t

A u s t i n

T h o m a s

A

D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 1

I n t r o  t o
A n t h r o p o l o g y

D r.  S a m e i



Table Of Contents

Letter to Reader

So, why Are People Migrating
to the United States?

Significance

Map Of Migrants
Dangers Of The

Journey

Map Of Trials
& Tribulations 

Trends of Today

Table of Contents

01

02

03

04

05

08

09



Letter To Reader

Hello Reader,
As I am writing this message to you. I have spent a solid week of
pure catch-up to create this piece. My computer has had serval
crashes and has caused me to lose a lot of data, including this
project (several times). Nonetheless, whenever I start this
project over, it gets better every time. But the content you are
about to indulge in is something I think should be highlighted in
mainstream news more often. Whenever you see news about
the U.S.'s immigration problems, all you see is people
complaining that we have way too many migrants and we need
to get rid of them. WHICH IS THE WRONG PERSPECTIVE!
They need to look at what is causing them to leave their home
countries and the traumatic journey they just experienced.
Furthermore, these people went through hot deserts, dangerous
train rides, and violent gang abuse just so they could have a little
hope of providing happiness and peace for their families. And to
point the finger at them and say, “you are the problem,” if kinda
*bleep* up if you ask me. However, this is America I am talking
about... A country built off of the pain and suffering of so many
people. So, I am not expecting this project to do any crazy change
to the world. Still, I think this could be a decent first start to
looking at a better holistic view of the Central and South
American Migration discourse. Nonetheless, I hope you will
enjoy and learn something new! That being said, A.T. out!
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The answer is simple: They want a better life and opportunity.
Central and South America are crumbling because of economic
failure, civil insurgency, and gang violence. Some citizens have
been fed up and concluded that they need to revolt. A majority
of these revolting Central and South American countries were
once European Colonies (Haviland, Prins, McBride, Walrath
2017, 309). Many migrants are looking for a place where they
can peacefully bring opportunity to their families. So,
additionally, due to the propaganda of the United States being
a place of opportunity for immigrants. They rush to the
American border with this idea in mind, hoping to get in. With
an overload of content on this, ranging from news stories,
politicians making statements, and social media campaigns, the
core of this issue can get lost. We, as citizens, are very much
naïve to what is going on because all we hear is, "WE HAVE AN
IMMIGRATION PROBLEM!" With all this discourse going on,
we tend to forget these people's challenges we went through.

So, why Are People
Migrating to the United
States?

Therefore, I highlight the routes that some
migrants will potentially take in Mexico.
Even though showcasing a map with
different routes could be fascinating, having
lines on a map wouldn’t be able to fully
display the traumas of the journey.

According to Pew
Research Center,
Mexicans make up
25% of U.S.
immigrants in
2018.

Sources:
Magana, Jose L. 2017. Tens of Thousands Expected in May Day Protests Across U.S.
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/tens-thousands-expected-may-day-protests-across-u-s-
n753066

Budiman, Abby. 2020. Key Findings about U.S. Immigrants. Pew Research Center. Pew Research
Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/
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Significance

Memo and Lucho were highlighted in
the ethnography, The Land of Open

Graves by Jason De Leon. Nonetheless,
their stories apply to the millions of

Hispanic migrants over the years. By
looking at their stories and journeys,

we can see similarities and differences
between them and other migrants.

Though a direct comparison cannot be
accomplished, an investigation of the

recent trends of migrants and Memo’s
and Lucho’s journeys can be. For

example, things such as challenges and
data of migrants will be showcased.
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DISCLAIMER
The routes shown on this map

are only approximations of
where these places might be

Map Of Migrants

The map above gives a general depiction of the many possible routes

migrants would take in their pursuit to find better places to live. You can

see the two major migration routes on the map: land and water.

Traditionally people on the more coastal sides of the country would opt for

the water route. There is less interaction with border officials once they are

aboard their mode of transportation. The land route was usually traversed

for those further within the country until they reached a border city or met

a water route. In either case, migrants usually traveled towards the Pacific

to avoid confrontation with border control.
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Dangers Of The Journey

Going on a journey from your homeland to another country is a crazy feat. This is not an
idea that you can get up and go to. This is journey takes months, maybe even YEARS to
prepare for. You must save up money, food, water, clothes, navigation, and survival tools.
Along the trek to the United States, there are many things you must look out for:

Nature and The Wildlife

Whether traveling by land or water, the weather will play a

significant role in preparing. Since Mexico is close to the Tropic

of Cancer, the heat and humidity will quickly make you tired.

Therefore, make sure you pack a sun cover and sunscreen.

Also, bring lots of water because if you do not hydrate, this

might lead to severe health conditions such as heat stroke

maybe even death (TripAdvisor). Additionally, bring clean

water with you if you are traveling by water. If you drink salt

water or unclean water out of desperation, you might suffer

from water-borne diseases or even kidney failure, which can

also lead to death.

IMPORTANT POINT!
Sadly when traveling the

deserts of Mexico and

Arizona, many have lost

their lives to

dehydration. As Dé Leon

stated in The Land of
Open Graves ,  many bodies

get destroyed by the

elements and animals and

become unrecognizable

quickly. (Pg 211)

When traveling through biomes, you must always account for the potential animals

you might come across. Mexico has abundant amounts of biodiversity. From an

ecological standpoint, this is great. However, on the survivability hand, not so

much. There are poisonous plants, venomous snakes, and bugs. Therefore, you

must bring a first aid kit to mend cuts and bruises. Furthermore, this will

significantly reduce your chances of contracting infections, malaria, and botflies.

Nonetheless, pay attention to how your body reacts to the place you are venturing

to because if you could pay a hefty price for it.
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La bestia

La Bestia, also known as "the beast" in
English, is a metaphor that migrants use
for freight trains in Mexico (Alan 2013).
The name originated from people dying
or getting injured from hopping on these
trains to move north. In towns where
migrants are known for trying to ride La
Bestia, civilians of those towns would set
up shop to sell water and other survival-
related products. When migrants
attempt to ride the train at night, gangs
will control the tops of trains to prevent
people from leaving, and they would
perform cruel acts on the migrants.
People would be pushed and knocked off
the trains, and this would cause people to
either be injured, dead, or displaced from
family members. Nonetheless, La Bestia
plays a considerable role in the migrant
journey and causes substantial pain to
those that attempt to ride.

Image Sources: 
Deal to Stop Migrants from Boarding La Bestia Train. 2014. BBC News.
BBC. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-28581445

Taylor, Alan. 2013. An Immigrant's Journey. The Atlantic. Atlantic Media
Company. https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2013/08/an-immigrants-
journey/100573/, accessed December 3, 2021
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Border Patrol & Gangs

Humans are, in fact, one of the
dangers you might face on this
journey. Throughout this trek,
migrants are victims of abuse.
Whether it is U.S. and Mexican border
patrol or domestic gangs, migrants
are constantly oppressed by these
forces. Gangs would rob, assault, and
prevent the movement of migrants.
Sometimes migrants would lose their
lives to some Mexican gangs. Worst
case scenario, they would kidnap
them and force them to join their
ranks; one of the more prominent
gangs in Central America would be
MS-13 (World Vision Canada 2020). Over the years, border patrols of many western

countries have been caught on footage performing

violent acts against several groups of migrants. More

recently, one image went viral of a patrol officer

attacking a Haitian immigrant with a whip, which

started a discourse about how modern border patrol

might be a system used to capture today’s version of

“runaway slaves”(image to the right). Nonetheless, the

tactics used by U.S. Border Patrol officers are ruthless.

There would be water, health supplies, and food

placed near the border by U.S. citizens, and officers

would find these supplies, and they would damage the

supplies. The painful aspect is that those supplies

could have saved so many lives. Additionally, their

tactics of forcing migrants to do desperate acts of

survival are ruthless.

Image Sources: 
Karinafotos, Mark 2018. VIOLENT GANG IS ONE OF MANY WORSHIPPING “SANTA
MUERTE” . HOW INTERNATIONAL GANG MS-13 COMBINES SATANISM AND DEATH
INTO NEW RELIGION. https://www.worldreligionnews.com/religion-news/international-
gang-ms-13-combines-satanism-death-new-religion

TChappell, Bill 202. U.S. Border Agents Chased Migrants on Horseback. A Photographer
Explains What He Saw. NPR. NPR. https://www.npr.org/2021/09/21/1039230310/u-s-
border-agents-haiti-migrants-horses-photographer-del-rio

Biden Administration Digs in Heels on Controversial Title 42 Border Order 2021. U.S. News &
World Report. https://www.usnews.com/news/national-news/articles/2021-08-03/biden-
administration-digs-in-heels-on-controversial-title-42-border-order
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Map Of Trials
& Tribulations 

DISCLAIMER
The routes shown on this map

are only approximations of
where these places might be

The map above gives a general depiction of the many times Memo and Lucho crossed

the border. The display above is only a fraction of the trips these two people have done.

"Like fifteen times," said Memo in his account, recalling how many times he has crossed

the border. (De Léon and Wells 2015, 99). This should be a clear indicator that many of

these migrants are willing to go to extreme lengths to provide safety and opportunity

to their families. So when looking at this diagram, the question "Why do they keep

trying after being deported several times?" should come up. "primary reason is

economic... returning penniless to his (Memo) family in Mexico ... is a source of shame

and embarrassment" (De Léon and Wells 2015, 102). Coming back after sacrificing so

much can be devastating, also knowing the fact that you still have a chance can help a

hopeless person hope; that is the central virtue of this journey. They are hoping that

they can provide a better opportunity for their family in the United States.
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Sources:  
Gramlich, John, and Alissa Scheller 2021. What's Happening at the U.S.-Mexico Border in 7
Charts. Pew Research Center. Pew Research Center. https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2021/11/09/whats-happening-at-the-u-s-mexico-border-in-7-charts/
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