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I 

 Why is this
important?

This topic is important
because l and countless

others have wondered why we
aren't treated the same. We
have wondered why people

look down upon us. We have
wondered why people treat us

like we are nothing. I hope
when reading this you can find

compassion. I hope you can
find compassion for the

people in De León's book. For
they have names and families

and aren't just faces.



About me
My name is Bella
Fuentes. I am a gay
female and hispanic
minority. I went to
Lowell Sr. High school
which is a
predominantly white
school. I was one of 4
hispanic people. 

About my friends
I changed their names for

confidential purposes. Their names
are Jay and Victor. Jaunita

graduated top of the class and
spoke at our graduation. Vivi

attended our high school for three
years before she ended up

transferring. We all experienced
some form of rascim during our

time at LHS. 

About the book
"The terrible things that this mass of migrating

people experience en route are neither
random nor senseless" (De León 2017, 3). This is

my favorite quote from the book. I think this
sums up everything so well. The book is about 

 how the Author, Jason De León, follows
immigrants on the trail as they try to flee from
Mexico and gain freedom in the United States.

. 

Interviews



Everyday when I would go to school I would be called names
like; beaner, picket fence, etc. I would hear things from my

peers like "why don't you go back to your own country" or "are
you taking my families tax money too?" I would also hear

things from my own teachers like "wow I would have never
expected you to be this smart." These things hurt really bad. I
could never understand why my peers would say these things

to me. Until I started realizing they were just being racist. 
 When we describe rural America only 24% of it is actually

diverse.  “Migrant “trash,” as it is often referred to, has become
the physical evidence used by anti-immigrant activists to
demonstrate that Latino border crossers are destroying

America” (De León 2017, 170). 

 My Experience



Have you ever been discriminated against at LHS?
Yes I have been discriminated against multiple times
throughout my 4 years of high school. 

How did it make you feel?
It hurt my feelings as I could not believe that some of my
friends would treat me that way. 

 What was the worst instance of discrimination you faced?
One day in class, we were talking about low income
commnities when a white male in the class made a
statment on the topic saying, "Well, Latino people don't get
real jobs because they're lazy" 

Do you know of any other friends at other schools that have
been discriminated against? 

Yes multiple friends of mine go to neighboring schools and
have felt the same way

Jay

Victor
Have you been discriminated against at LHS?

Yes I have been. 
How did it make you feel?

It made me hate going to school as I felt like I had no friends
which is why I transferred.

 What was the worst instance of discrimination you faced?
During 2020 when the Black Lives Matter was very prevelant
and I started posting about this issue and Latino lives and
receieved threats from fellow classmates online. I feared for
my life as I thought that they were going to kill me.

When you transferred were you still discriminated against?
At first I felt it a little but this school is much more diverse so
once I found my group of people everything was fine. 

Interviews



 Latino Bullying: The Unspoken
Epidemic

"At least 26-percent of Hispanic students
live in fear of being subjected to peer
abuse, and that number comes only from
those students willing to report their
instances of bullying" (Tejeda 2014, 1). 

‘“Mexico is a DUMP and they [Mexi- cans] turn
anywhere they go into a dump, starting in our

deserts, and then the communities they settle.”’
(De León 2017, 170). This also goes to show how
Americans view our immigrants. Not only are

immigrants but Hispanics who are born United
States Citizens. We are seen as dirty and poor
and like we here to ruin everything. That's not
always the case. Hispanic people are here to

have a better life than what was given to them
previously. 



 Mental Health

The hispanics who crossed the trail suffered
also. They suffered psychologically by not
knowing if border patrol was going to get
them. They now suffer immensely by not
knowing if they are going to get deported

or not. 

"Only  18 percent of the population is
Latin American"(MHA). Last year 16
percent reported having mental health
issues. I am someone who struggles
with many mental health issues.  

“Even when their crossing is successful, the event can be
traumatic and have lasting emotional, psychological, and

physical effects” (De León 2017, 168). This is to show how they
put their mental health at risk when they try to cross the

border. The things they see and experience are traumatic,
and yet if their first attempt isn’t successful they will try again.

Even when crossing the border is successful for them, they
live everyday in fear of being caught. They live every day in

fear that they will get pulled over and get sent back to
Mexico. They live every day in fear that they will be deported

and have to leave their family behind. 



"The Indiscriminate Citizenry of Earth
are out to arrest my sense of being a misfit.
“Open up!” they bellow,  
hands quiet before my door
that’s only wind and juniper needles, anyway.

You can’t do it, I squeak from inside.
You can’t make me feel at home here
in this time of siege for me and mine, mi raza.
Legalized suspicion of my legitimacy
is now a permanent resident in my gut.

“Fruit of the prickly pear!” they swear,
striding up to my table
to juice me a glass of pink nectar.
They’ve brought welcome baskets
stuffed with proof I’m earthling.

From under a gingham cover,
I tug a dark feather
iridescing green — cohering
to “magpie” thought,
to memory’s chatter,
to mind. Mine.

And here they have my mind translated
into a slate-surfaced pond, which
vibrates in the shape
of a cottonwood’s autumn molt,
which trees me to dirt, which soils me
heat & freeze —

ICE Agents Storm My Porch
But you’ll always be

one definitive document short! I complain.
Doubts can forever outstrip

your geo-logic.

For which they produce
a lock of my natal dust,

bronzed
to the fluttering fiber

of lacebark pine.

Where’d they get that stuff?

The baskets are bottomless,
and it’s useless for me to insist

on being distinct.
Undergoing re-portation,
I’m awakened to a Center,

where walls
between all beings

are dreamt to dissolve" (Kelson 14).

By; Maria Melendez Kelson 
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