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L E T T E R  T O
R E A D E R

Dear Reader ,

     This is a zine that is going to touch on a very sensitive topic , and that topic is the

journey of immigrants trying to cross the border into the United States . A lot goes into

planning the big cross , and I think it 's important to inform people all that goes on

behind the scenes . It will also be describing what a mental toll it takes on the people

doing this daunting task . 

     I personally feel like I was uneducated on this topic . These people are just wanting

a better life for themselves , and I just thought they didn 't want to follow protocol . I

judged without knowing facts about the situation , and I am ashamed to admit that . I

guess the true reason I am discussing this topic is because I want others to be

educated on all the topics that I was not fortunate to know until moving from my

small town . I hope you get information out of this and do your own research on top of

this . 

                                                                          Best ,

                                                                                  Hope Scott
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Bettmann, Sept. 22 1984, 1984



MONEY

FAMILY

JOBS

GRUPO BETA

OFFICE

This is a place that the government

set up to be helpful to people that

have just been deported when in

reality it's just a waste of time.

When people get there, they have

to fill out a form then months later

they will possibly get the money

they requested. There is no

guarantee though. (De Leon, 2015,

128-136).

When people get deported back to

Mexico, they usually have already

spent all their money, so they try

to find jobs in the towns they get

dropped off in. In these towns,

there is little to no work to make

money, and many people resort to

making money in illegal ways. (De

Leon, 2015, 139). 

Many families/family members that

were trying to get money together

to cross would call/write letters to

members already in the Sates to

send them to certain locations. 

In 1984, Mexico signed an agreement called NAFTA with
the United States that got them into trouble. A lot of
Mexican farmers lost their jobs because they opened the
ports to allow the United States to transport goods through
their borders. No one saw that this would have been the
outcome and many people tried to go north in search for
jobs that could support their families, but they didn't have
any luck, so that's when people started trying to cross in
order to provide. (De Leon, 2015, 6). 

NAFTA
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Matt Black, Mixteca Farmers, 2000



P L A N
T O
C R O S S

A lot of thought process goes into

taking this rigorous journey , and

people who want to cross need to

form a plan . Obviously , people need

to get the money aspect in check

before planning , but after that , they

try to figure out what to use the

money for . One of the largest

expenses when wanting to get across

the border is the cost of guides .

These people claim to know the best

ways to get from point A to point B

when in reality they are just using

people to get the money and to leave

them stranded in the desert .  

Other people try to skip the guide

part completely and do the journey

of crossing on their own . This can be

really risky for travelers that don 't

know the desert because one wrong

turn could lead them to their death .

That 's why many just try to find

reliable guides to cross with or

experienced people . 
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Earl Leaf, Mexico Border Gate, 1950 N/A, US Border, N/AJan Sochor, Black Market, 2011 



Food
Water
Clothes 
Momentums  

Food: Want high salt content to
help keep water in their systems
Water: To help from getting
dehydrated and delirious
Clothes: Dark clothing to help keep
hidden from border portal
Momentums: To have something of
your own to help keep spirits up
(De Leon, 2015, 147-151). 

SUPPLIES
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James, Mexican Grocery Store, 2020

Michael Hyatt, Our Lady of Guadalupe Shrine Along the Migrant Trail,  2003 
Michael Hyatt, Calling on Saint Jude, 2007



  

Working in shadows
Hiding their sinister smiles
Smuggling humans

This shows they are vile 
Immigrants stranded to die
without a goodbye

-Hope Scott (2021)

COYOTES

&

GUIDES
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Ray Monroe, Coyotes, February 25, 1988



"Border officials said today that in years of
patrolling this region they had rarely found
immigrants in such desolate surroundings,
many of them more than 30 miles from any
road or structure at a time when the heat had
shot up." (Sterngold, 2001). 

 ''There's not much around there except the
sand and bushes with thorns on them,'' said
Glen Payne (Sterngold, 2001). 

 "Manny: We left from the puente. We walked a
little bit and then climbed a mountain. After the
mountain it got flat, and then there was a road
with a house on it. After we crossed the road,
there was nothing, just mountains and
mountains. We walked past a tall mountain that
had two blinking antennas on it. They had red
blinking lights. The guides called it La
Mon taña de Cerdo." (De Leon, 2015, 272).

"The Norwegian explorer Carl Lumholtz once
wrote that the summer heat in the Sonoran
Desert felt like “walking between great fires.”
That’s putting it nicely. Right now it feels more
like walking directly through flames. Despite
the protection of my wide-brimmed cowboy
hat, the sides of my face are sunburned after
only a few minutes of exposure. Tiny water-
filled blisters are starting to form on my
temples, cheeks, and other places that get
exposed to the sun when I lift my head or stare
up at the empty blue sky." (De Leon, 2015, 23).

"Local and federal officials painted a
devastating picture today of a smuggling
operation that killed at least 14 young Mexican
immigrants in Arizona, saying a ''coyote'' had
apparently abandoned more than two dozen
men in one of the country's most brutal and
desolate stretches of desert on Saturday with
little water and no preparation." (Sterngold,
2001).

 These are just some excerpts from items I have
read that describe the environment they are
stepping into when they commit to this
journey. It shows how desperate these people
are to getting a better life for themselves and
their families. 

GEOGRAPHY
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Kimberley Crawford, Rainstorm Over Painted Desert, Arizona, 2018 



DAY
The highs for the long day when
people are traveling across the
Sonoran Desert are not ideal for
these travelers. They just keep
getting higher and higher as the
day goes on which is not
healthy for the amount that
they walk. These high
temperatures cause them to go
through water faster which
makes them run out of it faster
which then leads to dehydration
or death. 
(timeanddate.com, 1985-2015).

NIGHT
Once the sun goes down, the
temperature drops and that can
be a good and bad thing for
these travelers. After being in
the heat for that long of a
period, many people use this
time to rest and then sometimes
people can't keep going after
resting. When this happens, it
leads to tears within groups.
This can also be dangerous
because when the heat goes
down the animals tend to get
up.
(De Leon, 2015, 23/60). 

WEATHER
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National Climate Data Center, Weather in Phoenix, 1981-2010



They start the journey strong

They thought what could go wrong

With their lives in a sack

They never want to look back

The sun is beating down

They all begin to to frown

With no water to be found 

They are death bound

When they can't walk

The birds begin to flock

Then out of the corner of their eye

They see something that can fly

Getting transported left and right

They see the end in sight

Finally getting to catch their breath

They know they should have chosen death

-Hope Scott (2021)
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Pat Shannahan, Rescue and Death, September 15, 2006

Exhaustion



BORDER PATROL IS MEANT TO

PROTECT AND IT DOES, BUT AT WHAT

EXTENT? WE AS AMERICANS ARE

GIVEN THIS IMAGE OF PEOPLE WHO

STEAL JOBS, MONEY, OUR

LIVELIHOODS WHEN ALL THEY WANT

IS TO LIVE PEACEFULLY AMOUNG US.

THERE ARE GOOD AND BAD PEOPLE

THAT WORK FOR THE PATROL.

EXAMPLES OF THIS ARE HOW THE

PATROL WILL KNOW WHERE PEOPLE

ARE BUT WILL WAIT UNTIL THEY ARE

TOO WEAK TO FIGHT TO PICK THEM

UP. ALSO, PEOPLE THINK THAT THEY

HAVE SUCH IMPORTANT RIGOROUS

TASKS FINDING IMMIGRANTS WHEN

IN REALITY THEY JUST DRIVE UP AND

DOWN THE BORDER TO PICK

HELPLESS PEOPLE UP. 

( D e  L e o n , 2 0 1 5 , 2 3 0 - 2 3 5 )

B O R D E R  P A T R O L
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Pat Shannahan, Rescue and Death, September 15, 2006



DETENTION
&
HOSPITAL

After Border Patrol finds these immigrants

in the desert, they go one of two places: 

 the detention centers or hospitals. 

When people are taken to the detention

centers, they are put in split up areas

divided by fencing.  They are usually

segregated into groups of men, women,

and children. Then they are kept in these

centers until they are told to appear in

court. 

Then there are the people that get caught

and are in critical condition due to lack of

food, water, and shade. These people are

rushed to hospitals and kept there until

further notice. Once they are well enough

to be discharged, they are taken to

detention centers until their hearings.

                                     (Cardenas, 2021) 
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N/A, Overcrowding of Families, July 2nd, 2019 N/A, Hospital Mexico, July 16th, 2016



COURT

"As the last person in the courtroom is sentenced and
then shooed back to a holding cell, another seventy
people sitting in detention in Tucson are being
randomly selected to see the judge the following day."
(De Leon, 2015, 113-114). 

"Together the lawyers in this Arizona courtroom, for
example, make about $2.3 million annually, while the
$100 a day it costs to house a detainee in Tucson
results in a price tag of about $52.5 million dollars a
year in this sector alone."
(De Leon, 2015, 113). 

These court rooms are not wanting the best for the
people that step through their doors. All these people
are seen as are dollar signs and animals that just came
from their cages that they have been kept in for who
knows how long. A lot of these people being brought
into these courtrooms don't understand English or
why they have been kept in jail for so long before
getting to see the judge. They are only given a few
minutes with their lawyer which is not enough time for
them to thoroughly talk. So, once they are in the
courtroom, they don't know what the judge is saying
or what's going to happen to them after their hearing. 
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N/A, Immigration Courtroom, October 6th, 2016



UNKN

OWN

D E P O R T A T I O N  &  J A I L

Dear  Mom ,

     Today  was  my  48 th  day  i n  the

de ten t i on  cente r  and  my  l a s t .  I  had

my  cou r t  hea r ing  today  where  I  was

c rammed  i n  a  r oom  wi th  many  othe r

peop le  tha t  I  have  been  i n  the

de ten t i on  cente r  wi th .  My  case

number  was  67 ,  and  I  t a l ked  to  the

judge  f o r  a  to ta l  o f  t en  minutes .  He

d id  not  speak  a  word  o f  Span i sh  and

some  man  nex t  to  me  was  t r ans l a t ing

what  he  was  say ing .  A  l o t  o f  the

peop le  I  had  grown  c lo se  wi th  whi l e  I

was  i n  the  cente r  a re  get t ing  sen t  to

j a i l  f o r  a  f ew  months ,  but  the  j udge ' s

ve rd i c t  f o r  me  was  to  get  depor ted .

I 'm  not  su re  where  they  a re  send ing

me ,  but  I  know  i t  wi l l  be  a  town

a long  the  borde r .  Mom ,  I  have  no

more  money  and  don ' t  know  what  to

do  nex t .  I 'm  sca red .  When  I  get  to  the

town ,  I  wi l l  send  you  anothe r  l e t t e r

when  I  f i gu re  out  what  town  I  get

depor ted  to .  P lease  keep  me  i n  you r

paye r s .  I  hope  a l l  i s  wel l  a t  home .

                                        Bes t ,

                                            Mar i a

Dea r  So f i a ,

     I  have  f i na l l y  been  a l l owed  to

wr i t e  a  l e t t e r  to  you .  Which  sad l y

means  my  ve rd i c t  i n  cou r t  was  not

good .  I  have  to  be  p laced  i n  j a i l  f o r  a

yea r  f o r  get t ing  caught  c ro s s ing  the

bo rde r .  They  knew  i t  was  my  th i rd

t ime  c ro s s ing ,  and  I  had  the  same

judge  I  had  the  f i r s t  t ime  I  got

caught .  Diego  got  the  same

sentence .  He  asked  i f  you  wou ld  be

ab le  to  t e l l  h i s  mothe r  what  was

go ing  on .  I  know  th i s  i s  not  an  i dea l

way  to  l i v e  wi th  the  f ea r  o f  me  be ing

dead  a f te r  not  answer ing  ca l l  o r

l e t te r s ,  but  I  s t i l l  f ee l  th i s  i s  the  bes t

way  I  can  prov ide  f o r  you  and  the

boys .  Af te r  I  get  out ,  I  wi l l  come  v i s i t

f o r  a  f ew  days  and  then  I  p lan  to  t r y

and  c ro s s  aga in  nex t  summer .  I  wi l l

w r i t e  as  much  as  they  wi l l  l e t  me

and  p lease  t e l l  the  boys  I  l o ve  them

and  to  be  s t rong .  I  l o ve  you  to  the

moon  and  back .  P lease  do  not  wor r y ,

I  wi l l  be  f i ne .

                                       Love  you ,

                                              Car lo s

PAGE  12  |  

AP Photo, Most Deported, May 25, 2010 (Cardenas, 2021)



Dream Vs. Reality
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N/A, Running, June 20, 2016

This song explains what al l  these immigrants go through in order to get into a place they

deem safe. It  talks about al l  the chal lenges they face and how they overcome them. A lot

of people hope that once these people get caught crossing the border,  they would just

know to stay where they l ived when in real ity it 's  not safe for them to stay. The fact that

they get sent back just gives them more drive to achieve the dream of l iv ing in the states.

The song Running is something I  feel al l  people should l isten to at least once to truly

understand immigrants. 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y
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N/A, MONUMENT VALLEY NORTHERN ARIZONA BLACK AND WHITE, N/A




