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Dear Reader,
My parents like to remind me how distressed I was about inequity
as a kid. I hated when people were disadvantaged by circumstances
out of their control. I insisted we should eliminate money altogether
if it was at the root of so many issues.
Thankfully, I've had a decade to build on my eight-year-old logic; I
am now able to analyze wealth disparity through my studies in
International Relations and Anthropology. These subjects are key to
understanding the international causes of inequality as well as its
societal and cultural impacts.
This zine neatly combines my interests with an additional focus on
undocumented migration, which is integral to any discussion of
inequality and human rights on a global scale.
In the spirit of eight-year-old me, I invite you to question the
status quo and consider how to change it for the better as you read.
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Best,

DOWN AT THE OFFICE HAD TO FILL OUT THE FORMS
A PINK ONE, A RED ONE, THE COLORS YOU CHOOSE
UP TO THE COUNTER TO SEE WHAT THEY THINK
THEY SAID 'IT DOESN'T COUNT MAN, IT AIN'T WRITTEN IN INK
I DON'T TRUST ANYBODY, LEAST NOT AROUND HERE, ‘CAUSE
IT'S NO FUN BEING AN ILLEGAL ALIEN (I TELL YA)
IT'S NO FUN BEING AN ILLEGAL ALIEN (NO NO NO NO NO)
IT'S NO FUN BEING AN ILLEGAL ALIEN (I MEAN IT WHEN I TELL
YA THAT)
IT'S NO FUN BEING AN ILLEGAL ALIEN
AN ILLEGAL ALIEN, OKAY
CONSIDERATION FOR YOUR FELLOW MAN
WOULD NOT HURT ANYBODY, IT SURE FITS IN WITH MY PLAN
OVER THE BORDER, THERE LIES THE PROMISED LAND
WHERE EVERYTHING COMES EASY, YOU JUST HOLD OUT YOUR
HAND

ILLEGAL ALIEN BY GENESIS
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Mike Rutherford, Phil Collins, and Tony Banks
dressed in racist Mexican caricatures for the music
video of "Illegal Alien" (Rasic).

ILLEGAL ALIEN:

aged like milk
"Tony [Banks] denied that it was in any way
racist. 'No, not really, though it is a tonguein-cheek thing. In fact, it's meant to be
sympathetic towards illegal aliens. It isn't
about any particular race [...]'" (Welch 28)

"Illegal Alien” by the English rock band Genesis was a minor hit in
1984. Despite the song's catchy tune, Genesis received criticism for
their heavy use of Mexican stereotypes in the lyrics as well as their
not-so-subtle Mexican caricatures in the music video. Though
intended as satire, the song comes across as belittling
undocumented migrants.
On top of perpetuating racist stereotypes, "Illegal Alien" is tonedeaf to the actual experiences and struggles of migrants crossing
the United States southern border. If the song was really meant to

Banks, then the lyrics should have included more accurate
descriptions of the hardships migrants undergo when crossing the
border.

DIVIDE | PAGE 5

garner sympathy for migrants, as suggested by band member Tony

The very decision to migrate is difficult to make. Migration often
involves leaving behind family without knowing when you'll next see
them or if you'll ever see them again (De León 223). The challenges
don't stop there—the journey north is life-threatening and mentally
traumatizing. Since the 1990s, the U.S.'s Prevention Through
Deterrence policy has strategically funneled undocumented
migration through dangerous and remote areas like the Sonoran
Desert (De León 35). Thousands of migrants die from the harsh
environment (De León 36, 44-59). Latin American migrants who
cross Mexico into the U.S. are at even higher risk for "rape, murder,
beatings, robbery, [and] kidnapping," (De León 235).
Those who successfully cross the border are still at risk of
deportation and economic instability. The demand for
undocumented labor fluctuates, so when it's hard to find work,
migrants often “[scrape] by on odd jobs" (De León 103).

Yet, somehow, instead of dehydration and
bajadores, Genesis decided to discuss

Memo and Lucho in the Sonoran Desert (De León 88)
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Tequila and paperwork in their song.

WHY PEOPLE MIGRATE:

desperation & survival
“How desperate must one be to leave five children
behind and accrue thousands of dollars of debt to
undertake a dangerous trip with no guarantees one will
survive, much less succeed in getting across the border?"
(Leon 277)
In order to understand why anyone would go through so much
hardship to get to the U.S., you need to understand the situation in
the country they came from. Voluntary external migration is often
done in the search for more livable wages and a better future for
migrants' families (Haviland et al. 342). Other motives include
fleeing from oppression, political instability, or drug cartel violence
(De León 283-4). The home countries of undocumented migrants
may lack the economic and educational opportunities necessary to

Overall, migrants tend to migrate out of desperation. "quote"
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live minimally comfortable lives (De León 102).

STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE &

global divide

Global economic divide visualized: fashion show vs. refugees
(Gallenkuş)

There’s another word for the economic and oppressive hardships
people face before choosing to migrate: structural violence.
Structural violence is the institutionalized deprivation of human
rights (Haviland et al. 349; De León 16). Unlike direct violence, it

structure of social and economic systems (Haviland et al. 349).
Structural violence is less obvious to the untrained eye than direct
violence.
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causes people harm and pain through injustices built into the

STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE IN THE
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC SYSTEM
Economic examples of structural violence are especially difficult
to notice. While most people view economics domestically, many
parts of a country's economy are out of the control of its
government or citizens. The international economic system is
designed to benefit the wealthy countries in the Global North
(Boyer et al. 296). Within our modern globalized economy, the more
populous Global South is exploited by the North (Boyer et al. 296).
For example, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) was founded
in 1945 by wealthy powers to help stabilize the flow of different
world currencies and prevent countries from going into debt (Boyer
et al. 311). This, they felt, would prevent another World War. The
IMF maintains an international exchange rate by making short-term
loans to countries in debt and aims to help develop low-income
countries (Boyer et al. 311). Though this may make it seem like the
IMF is meant to benefit the Global South, many countries in the
South disagree.

money a country contributes to the IMF’s resources (Boyer et al.
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Within the IMF, voting powers are weighted by the amount of

312-3). The US and Europe hold an overwhelming monopoly on
votes and agreed to always vote for European IMF presidents. This
means the IMF is entirely controlled by the Global North. Countries
aren’t obligated to accept IMF loans, but the IMF is the best option
(Boyer et al. 312). Almost all IMF loans are conditional, requiring
loanees to change their domestic policies (Boyer et al. 312).
Without anywhere else to turn, nations in the Global South are
forced to implement domestic politics determined by the North, and
these policies are often unpopular among citizens, causing backlash
and destabilizing governments (Boyer et al. 312). Furthermore,
some IMF conditions force countries to cut their budget and reduce
social services, harming the social welfare of their citizens (Boyer et
al. 313). The IMF, therefore, inflicts structural violence onto the
Global South and exemplifies the exploitative Global North-South
relationship.
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Anti-IMF protests in Costa Rica (Arguedas)

ECONOMIC STRUCTURAL VIOLENCE AND
MIGRATION
“Refugees [...] and economic migrants suffer the full range
of human rights abuses as they are forced to leave their
homes, livelihoods, and communities. [...] most of the
world’s refugees are located in the Global South"
(Boyer et al. 397)
As a member of the Global North, the U.S. pours billions into
immigration enforcement and border security while contributing to
the structural violence at the root of its migration problem (De León
158). For example, the North Atlantic Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
was a regional trade agreement between the U.S., Mexico, and Canada
enacted in 1994 (Boyer et al. 324). It reduced barriers to trade and
aided in trade transportation between countries. While each country
experienced many benefits and drawbacks from the agreement, it was
clear that the U.S. was the pivotal player (Boyer et al. 325). Both
Canada and Mexico sent over 80% of their exports to their NAFTA
partners while only 26% of US exports did the same (Boyer et al. 327).

Mexico and Canada traded with each other, meaning the US benefited
the most trade-wise while being the least dependent on the pact
(Boyer et al. 327).
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Despite this, the US traded between Mexico and Canada more than

Mexican Farmers protest NAFTA (Call)

One major impact on Mexico, which had the smallest and weakest
economy of the three NAFTA partners, occurred as a result of an
influx of unsubsidized corn from the U.S. The influx caused domestic
Mexican produce prices to drop, and small rural farmers in Mexico
lost their jobs (Boyer 326; De León 6). Impoverished and suffering
from malnutrition, hundreds of thousands sought refuge across the
border in the U.S. (De León 6).
Wealthy Northern countries institute structural violence on a
regional level, like NAFTA, and on an international level, like the
IMF. This creates a global divide that exacerbates global wealth

violations lead to more migration.
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disparity and violates human rights in the Global South. These

Conclusion
As illustrated by Genesis' "Illegal Alien," mainstream media often
fails to capture the nuance of migration. While people typically
migrate out of general desperation, that desperation applies to a
wide array of issues induced by structural violence. I chose to
analyze migration through the lens of global economic divide since
it tackles the deepest roots of international structural violence, and
thus of migration.
The hypocrisy of United States policy frustrates me to no end. One
of my favorite songs, "Peruvian Cocaine" by Immortal Technique,
exposes the hypocrisy of U.S. involvement within the Latin
American drug trade and U.S. domestic drug policies. As I read De
León's ethnography, I slowly connected U.S. policies creating
migration to inhumane U.S. policies against migration, fueling my
passion for this zine. Throughout the process, the Scarface sample
from Immortal Technique's song played on loop in my head: "Let me
tragicomedy."

(Uğur Gallenkuş)
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show you a few other characters that are involved in this...
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